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Henry Graham Dakyns:|

My friends, the river has stepped aside for us; he offers us a passage by his own high-road into
Babylon. We must take heart and enter fearlessly, remembering that those against whom we are
to march this night are the very men we have conquered before, and that too when they had their
allies to help them, when they were awake, alert, and sober, armed to the teeth, and in their battle

order. To-night we go against them when some are asleep and some are drunk, and all are
unprepared: and when they learn that we are within the walls, sheer astonishment will make them
still more helpless than before. If any of you are troubled by the thought of volleys from the roofs
when the army enters the city, | bid you lay these fears aside: if our enemies do climb their roofs
we have a god to help us, the god of Fire. Their porches are easily set aflame, for the doors are
made of palm-wood and varnished with bitumen, the very food of fire. And we shall come with
the pine-torch to kindle it, and with pitch and tow to feed it. They will be forced to flee from their
homes or be burnt to death. Come, take your swords in your hand: God helping me, | will lead you

on
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